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STUDENTS SHOULD REMEMBER WRITING PROFICIENCY ASSESSMENT
MISSOULA—
In an effort to improve the writing talents o f its graduates, The University of Montana
now requires undergraduate students to pass the Upper Division Writing Proficiency
Assessment before they get their diplomas.
Students should take the test when they have completed between 45 and 90 credits and
at least one designated writing course beyond ENEX 101 or its equivalent. All students who
started attending UM during or after the 1999-2000 academic year are required to pass the test,
with some exemptions for transfer students.
The UDWPA is given five times per academic year. Students are asked to read a 1,500word text that is made available online at www.umt.edu/writingcenter at least two weeks
before each test date.
At the exam, each student receives a copy of the text, a bluebook, instructions and two
essay questions. Students must answer one of the essays during the three-hour exam. All exams
are then scored by the American College Testing Service using criteria written by UM faculty
members.
Resources are available to assist students with the test. U M ’s Writing Center will host
workshops to help students prepare for the writing assessment from 3 to 4 p.m. Tuesday, Sept.
-more-
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16; from 4 to 5 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 17; and from 3 to 4 p.m. Friday, Sept. 19.
Workshops to actually practice writing for the UDWPA will be held from 3 to 4 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 18, and from 3 to 4 p.m. Monday, Sept. 22.
All workshops will be held in Todd Building Room 203. Call 243-2266 or e-mail
growl@mso.umt.edu to register. Additional assistance will be available from the Writing
Center, located in Todd Building Room 211, by calling 243-2266. The center will open for
tutoring Sept. 15. Additional resources are available at the Writing Center Web site at
www.um t.edu/writingcenter.
Writing Center Director Nancy Mattina said, “Preparation is the key to success on the
exam for most students, and help is certainly available at the Writing C enter.”
The writing assessment is intended to gauge students’ abilities in the middle of their
college careers while there is still time to make improvements before they graduate. Students
who fail the exam may retake it until they pass. A failing score alerts students to the need for
improvements in their writing skills.
The writing assessment is not intended to be an exit exam. Students should not wait to
take the test during their final year at UM. Students who postpone fulfilling this general
education requirement risk postponing their graduation.
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